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the same living the present incumbent Edward Pymme,1 and he
takes institution from Dr. Chaworth, who by that time was regu-
larly constituted Vicar General.2 Besides us two competitors
there was one Sarah Grant, widow, afterwards married to one
Jeaven, that possessed all the glebe lands and tithes for several
years as a lay fee under a lease from King Charles the First. But
she not appearing to maintain her title, we had judgment against
her at Northampton Assize, where also the controversy between
Pymme, the private patron's presentee, and myself came to be heard,
and there our institutions being from two several Vicar Generals
at the same time, neither judge nor jury knew what to do, for it
did not appear which was the right Vicar General, whereupon a
special verdict was found concerning the authority of the Vicar
Generals. When we came to inquire after this new trouble not
dreamed of before, I went to Dr. Meyricke to learn by what
authority he was made Vicar General, and there I found that at Ox-
ford, [in] 1644, King Charles the First had made him Vicar General
by a writing attested only by a public notary, but that he had not
executed that office of Vicar General till after the return of King
Charles the Second, when he had given about sixty institutions.
Whereupon I consulted my lawyers, and they told me that if the
King had a power to make a Vicar General, which yet was never
done before, yet that no act of such a nature could be valid unless
it passed under the broad seal, for that the King speaks only by
his seal. Whereupon seeing my institution invalid, I was dis-
heartened, and resigned up all my pretended right, and the
private patron makes a new presentation to Edward Pymme, and
the Bishop gave institution, and he quietly enjoyed the same, and
so does to this day.

This is the true state of my former concerns as to the Rectory
at Thorpe Mandeville. That which I am now to beg of you is in
reference to my discharge from the first fruits, for which I am
now sued, and according to the usual method of proceeding in
such cases I have a certiorari here enclosed from the first fruits
requiring the Bishop of the diocese to make a return of my con-
cerns as to Thorpe Mandeville. I have been at the first fruits
office, and there one of the officers acquainted with the matter of
fact, and usual way of proceeding, hath given me a copy of the
return to be "made by the Bishop, here also enclosed. My desire
to you is that you would consult the Registrar and cause him to
dispatch the return, and if need be to beg the favour of my Lord
Bishop that I may have a true and favourable return as soon as

1  Pymme, who was a graduate of Oxford, is buried at Thorpe Mandeville.
He died in the following January.

2  Richard Chaworth was appointed in 1663 to the office of Vicar-General.
He was also knighted.          Zed by the hangman.corporate a society to carry out
